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You think The Simpsons is not a political show? Think again. The Simpsons is a
kaleidoscope of American politics in all its aspects: presidential elections, fown
hall democracy, political parties, Congress, and international relations. From the
loftiest idealism to the most blatant corruption, The Simpsons has dealt with
nearly every significant fopic and nearly every extreme that the US political
system has to offer. The Simpsons deals with these issues in a satirical,
humorous fashion; given the sheer craziness of American politics even outside of
animated tfelevision comedy, the results are predictably hilarious. This talk will
focus on several examples of political issues on the Simpsons and discuss their
significance both as satire and as issues in the "real world.” While it is probably
too much to say that everything you need to know about American politics, you
can learn from The Simpsons, it's definitely not a bad place to start.
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